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Negaunee Township Regular Board Meeting –  December 10, 2020 

*** Meeting Held Via Zoom *** 

Call to Order 

 
Gary Wommer, Township Supervisor, (in attendance at the Negaunee Township Hall office) called the 
Zoom meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Other Board members present via Zoom through Roll Call included Kathy Carlson (home), Thyra 
Karlstrom (home), Patrick Moyle (home) and Rachel Sertich (home). 
 
Also in Attendance:    Nick Leach, Township Manager, Cameron Fuess, Township Assessor; Jeff Kontio,  

Township Fire Chief, Andy Hall, Water Supervisor, and Al Reynolds, Chairperson of  

the Planning Commission. 

Absent 

 

None 

Consent Agenda 
 

Upon motion of Patrick Moyle, seconded by Kathy Carlson, the Consent Agenda was approved.  Motion 
Carried 

• Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting held on November 12, 2020.    

• Clerks Bills and Claims: 

Account Item Numbers 

GF Pooled Checks 3684-3749 
Direct Deposit Payroll DD467-DD48\96 
• EFT Items EFT 148. 153, 159-162,  
• Electronic (E) 240-245, 247-251 

Tax Collection 2382-2386 
Water Checks 8579-8589 
• Electronic (E) 64-68                          

TOTAL: $ 300,618.25  
 

Regular Agenda 
 
Upon motion of  Kathy Carlson, seconded by Rachel Sertich, the Regular Agenda as presented was 
approved with moving the Assessor Report to the beginning of the meeting as the Assessor was in 
attendance, via Zoom, from out of town.  Motion Carried. 
 
Assessor’s Report   Assessor Cameron Fuess (in attendance via Zoom) provided updates to the Board.  
Highlights included:  1) Primary field work has been new construction properties, including North 
Road (completed) and White Bear (in process), 2) Information on Designated Assessor. 

 
Designated Assessor   It was noted the State Tax Commission does not wish to be in charge of 
correcting tax rolls.  Rather, they wish to have someone in each County be able to correct any 
issues.    This is an unfunded mandate and each County in the State needs to get a majority of 
units of government to sign off on the Designated Assessor Interlocal Agreement by 12/31/20 
otherwise the State Tax Commission will do so.  Upon motion of Patrick Moyle, seconded 
Rachel Sertich, the following Resolution was adopted with the Township Supervisor authorized 
to sign any and all required documentation. 
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MARQUETTE COUNTY INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 
FOR COUNTY DESIGNATED ASSESSOR 

 
This Interlocal Agreement, by and between the COUNTY OF MARQUETTE, a political 

subdivision of the State of Michigan (hereinafter referred to as the “County”), and, CHAMPION 
TOWNSHIP, CHOCOLAY TOWNSHIP, ELY TOWNSHIP, EWING TOWNSHIP, FORSYTH 
TOWNSHIP, HUMBOLDT TOWNSHIP, ISHPEMING TOWNSHIP, MARQUETTE TOWNSHIP, 
MICHIGAMME TOWNSHIP, NEGAUNEE TOWNSHIP, POWELL TOWNSHIP, REPUBLIC 
TOWNSHIP, RICHMOND TOWNSHIP, SANDS TOWNSHIP, SKANDIA TOWNSHIP, TILDEN 
TOWNSHIP, TURIN TOWNSHIP, WELLS TOWNSHIP, WEST BRANCH TOWNSHIP, CITY OF 
ISHPEMING, CITY OF MARQUETTE, and CITY 
OF NEGAUNEE, each a political subdivision of the State of Michigan (each hereinafter referred to as an 
“Assessing District,” and collectively referred to as the “Assessing Districts”), is entered into pursuant to the 
Urban Cooperation Act of 1967, Public Act 7 of 1967 (Ex. Sess.), as amended, MCL 
124.501 et seq., and the General Property Tax Act, Public Act 206 of 1893, as amended by Public Act 660 of 2018, MCL 
211.10g, for the purpose of designating an individual to serve as the County’s Designated Assessor. 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to MCL 211.10g(4), every County shall have a Designated Assessor on file 
with the State Tax Commission as of December 31, 2020; and 
 

WHEREAS, the County Designated Assessor is designated by an Interlocal Agreement executed 
between the County Board of Commissioners and a majority of the Assessing Districts in the County; and 
 

WHEREAS, the individual designated as the County’s Designated Assessor must be 
approved by the State Tax Commission. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. Designation of County Designated Assessor. The County and a majority of the Assessing 
Districts in the County designate the County’s Equalization Director, currently Jacki Lykins, an individual 
qualified and certified by the State Tax Commission as an Advanced Assessing Officer or Master 
Assessing Officer, to be the County Designated Assessor for the County of Marquette. 
 

2. Duties of County Designated Assessor. Consistent with the terms set forth in this Agreement, the 
County Designated Assessor shall contract with one or more Assessing Districts as necessary to serve as the 
Assessing District’s assessor of record, on request of the Assessing District or as may be required by the 
State Tax Commission, as a consequence of the Assessing District receiving a notice of noncompliance from 
the State Tax Commission after an audit under the terms and conditions set forth in MCL 211.10g. 

At all times, the County Designated Assessor shall remain certified and in good standing. 
 

The County Designated Assessor shall ensure that any Assessing District under such contract 
achieves and maintains substantial compliance with the requirements in MCL 211.10g(1). 
 

The services to be provided by the Designated Assessor to the contracting Assessing District include: 
preparation of assessment rolls, establishing a plan to correct deficiencies found in the State Tax Commission 
audit (timeline to be established in separate contract with Assessing District depending on degree and 
complexity of non-compliance and potential need to hire additional field staff), timely delivery of documents 
and execution of forms, attendance at Board of Review meetings, handling property tax appeals filed with the 
Michigan Tax Tribunal (either directly or through legal counsel), timely reporting and meetings with local 
officials of the Assessing District, and responsibility for overseeing assessing staff members of the Assessing 
District. The County Designated Assessor is a local assessing unit for purposes of the provisions in MCL 
211.44 concerning the division and use of any collected property tax administration fees. 
 

While not acting in the capacity of Designated Assessor for an Assessing District, the 
Designated Assessor will serve as the Equalization Director for the County of Marquette. 
 

3. Duties of Assessing District. The Assessing District shall provide the Designated Assessor with 
reasonable access to records, documents, and information. The Assessing District shall advise the 
Designated Assessor of any applicable policies and procedures, including technology, equipment, and 
facilities. 
 

4. Compensation. Assessing Districts under contract with the Designated Assessor shall pay for all 
reasonable costs incurred by the Designated Assessor in serving as the Assessing District’s assessor of 
record. Reasonable costs include, but are not limited to, the cost of overseeing and administering the annual 
assessment, preparing and defending the assessment roll, and operating the assessing office (including 
employment of additional staff necessary to bring the Assessing District into compliance). The Marquette 
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County Board of Commissioners may establish a reasonable rate of compensation for these services (e.g., 
periodic payment on a per parcel basis). Such schedule shall be reviewed and adjusted on a periodic basis. In 
addition to these fees, the Assessing District is responsible for actual out of pocket costs for the Designated 
Assessor’s related expenses including, but not limited to, mailings, postage, and office supplies. Costs 
incurred in appeals to the Michigan Tax Tribunal (i.e., appraisal costs, expert witness fees and attorney fees) 
are the responsibility of the Assessing District. Similarly, where employment of additional staff is necessary 
to bring the Assessing District into compliance, the Assessing District will be responsible for all associated 
employment costs. 

For 2021, the Designated Assessor fee schedule is: 
 

➢ Initial assessment (covers first three years) $40-65 per parcel depending on complexity; 
➢ Maintenance Fee (years four and five) $15-17 annually per parcel Tax  
➢ administration services are not included. 

 
5. Term of Designation. If approved by the State Tax Commission, the County Designated 

Assessor shall serve for a minimum of five (5) years from the date of the approved designation. The 
designation shall not be revoked, and no new designation shall be made earlier than five (5) years following 
the date of the approved designation, except as otherwise provided in Sec. 6. 
 

Once an Assessing District is under contract with the Designated Assessor, the contract will remain 
in place for a minimum of five years. However, the Assessing District may petition the State Tax 
Commission to end the contract after a minimum of three years. 
 

6. Revocation of Designation by State Tax Commission. The State Tax Commission may 
designate and approve, on an interim basis and pursuant to a formal agreement, an individual to serve as 
a County Designated Assessor and, if applicable, revoke the approved designation of a current County 
Designated Assessor under the following circumstances: 
 

(i) if the County Designated Assessor dies or becomes incapacitated; 
 

(ii) if the County Designated Assessor was designated and approved based on his or her 
employment status, and that status materially changes; or 
 

(iii) if it determines at any time that the County Designated Assessor is not capable of 
ensuring that contracting Assessing Districts achieve and maintain substantial compliance with the 
requirements in MCL 211.10g(1). 
 

The State Tax Commission’s designation of an interim County Designated Assessor under this 
Section is effective only until a new County Designated Assessor has been designated in a new Interlocal 
Agreement under MCL 211.10g(4)(a), and approved by the State Tax Commission. 
 

7. Petition to State Tax Commission. Upon the execution and filing of this Interlocal Agreement, 
the County shall petition the State Tax Commission to approve the individual named in Section 1 of this 
Interlocal Agreement to serve as the County Designated Assessor. The individual shall serve as the County 
Designated Assessor on approval of the State Tax Commission. If the State Tax Commission rejects the 
County’s petition, then the parties agree to enter into additional Interlocal Agreements under MCL 
211.10g(4)(a) until a suitable Assessor 

has been presented. 
 

8. Nondiscrimination. The Parties shall adhere to all Federal, State, and local laws, ordinances and 
regulations prohibiting discrimination in the performance of this Interlocal Agreement. The Parties shall not 
discriminate against a person to be served or an employee or applicant for employment because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, age, sex, disability that is unrelated to an individual’s ability to perform the 
duties of a particular job or position, height, weight, or marital status. Breach of this section shall be regarded 
as a material breach of this Interlocal Agreement. 
 

9. Effective Date. This Interlocal Agreement shall become effective when executed by the County 
and a majority of the Assessing Districts in the County, and an executed copy is filed with the Leelanau 
County Clerk and the Michigan Secretary of State. 
 

10. Term. This Agreement shall begin on the effective date and continue for ten years, 
unless sooner revised or revoked by the County and a majority of the Assessing Districts in the County. 
This Agreement will automatically renew in ten year increments unless no longer required by statute or 
the County and a majority of the Assessing Districts agree otherwise. 
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11. Non-Exclusivity. The Assessing Districts are not obliged to use the County 

Designated Assessor, but may elect other available statutory options in the event the Assessing District is 
not in substantial compliance after a follow-up review by the State Tax Commission. 

 
12. Modification. This Agreement may only be modified in writing, signed by the 

County and a majority of the Assessing Districts in the County. 
 

13. Certification. The persons signing this Agreement certify by their signatures that they 
are duly authorized to sign this Agreement on behalf of the Parties, and that this Agreement has been 
authorized by the Parties. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the authorized representatives of the Parties hereto have fully executed 
this instrument. 

 Aye: Carlson, Karlstrom, Moyle, Sertich & Wommer 
 Nay: None 
  Motion Carried 

Public Comment 

Russ Williams, 170 M-35 in Negaunee Township, addressed the Board.   He noted he had applied for the 
open position on the Township’s Recreation Committee and feels he has a great deal to offer with 
knowledge gained while working for both the City of Negaunee and Negaunee Township.   In addition, 
he wished to reserve time to speak during New Business Item 2(c) – Water Department License Coverage 
Stipend. 

Old Business 
 

COVID-19 Update  

• Discussions are being held regarding the work schedules for the four Water, Community 
Center and Recreation employees to see if schedules might be switched to allow for more 
social distancing.   The Township Manager noted he will bring this item to the CCB meeting 
on 12/14/20 to obtain additional input. 

Solid Waste Tipping Fee Increase   A memorandum dated 10/22/20 from the Marquette County Solid 
Waste Management Authority was reviewed noting as of January 1, 2021 tipping fees would increase 
$4.00 per ton from $59.50 per ton to $63.50 per ton.   Board members discussed what impact this might 
have on the Sanitation Fund and if the $36 per quarter customer fee may need to be increased.    It was 
recommended Township staff continue to obtain information on the impact of the new recycling program 
on overall tipping fees and for any possible Township customer fee increase be reviewed during budget 
discussions. 

Recreation Committee Vacancy   Board members discussed the two applications for the vacancy on 
the Recreation Committee – Emily Pontius and Russell Williams.  Upon motion of Patrick Moyle, 
seconded by Rachel Sertich, Emily Pontius was appointed to the Negaunee Township Recreation 
Committee effective immediately.  Motion Carried. 

New Business 

Floating Holiday   Full time employees have Floating Holiday which can be used any time during the 
calendar year.  However, due to COVID-19, not all employees had the opportunity to use this PTO item.  
Upon motion of Rachel Sertich, seconded by Thyra Karlstrom, approval was given for Negaunee 
Township employees to be able to use up to 8 hours of Floating Holiday PTO up to 3/31/2021 and with 
the recommendation the Township Personnel Committee review rolling this PTO item into the regular 
PTO table based on years of service.  Motion Carried. 
 
MERS – Health Care Savings Program Uniform Resolution  Board members discussed establishing a 
MERS Health Care Savings Program for employees.   Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by 
Rachel Sertich, approval was given to adopt the MERS Health Care Savings Program Uniform 
Resolution effective April 1, 2021, and with any and all options with regards to the Program to be 
established during budget discussions also with an effective date of 4/1/21. 
 
 Aye:   Carlson, Karlstrom, Moyle, Sertich and Wommer 
 Nay: None 
  Motion Carried. 
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Water Department License Coverage / Stipend    Discussion was held regarding having another licensed 
water system operator available to assist the Township should the Water Department Supervisor be 
unavailable.  Previously the Township had paid a monthly stipend for an individual to serve in this 
capacity.  However, it was noted it is not required for a backup individual to be on staff, and Andy Prusi 
would be working to obtain his water system license.   It was determined no further action was necessary 
at this time. 

Delinquent Water Accounts    13 water accounts are in delinquent status as of 12/1/20, and no collection 
activity will take place through 12/31/20 due to State of Michigan COVID-19 restrictions.  It was also 
noted none of the delinquent account owners have contacted the Water Department regarding their past 
due status.  Upon motion of Patrick Moyle, seconded by Kathy Carlson, a temporary amendment will be 
made to the Township Water Department Shut Off Letter (which will be sent after 1/1/2021) noting 
delinquent account owners will have 90 days from the January, 2021 billing to establish a payment plan to 
bring the account current, along with information being provided regarding local establishments which 
can possibly assist customers with past due utilities.  Motion Carried. 
 
Enhanced Access Policy Resolution  Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by Thyra Karlstrom, 
the following Enhanced Access Policy Resolution to adopt the Negaunee Township Enhanced Access 
to Public Records Policy was adopted effective immediately: 
 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT ENHANCED ACCESS POLICY 

 
WHEREAS, Negaunee Township has expended considerable resources developing its geographical 
information system and tax system; and  
 
WHEREAS, Act 462 of the Public Acts of 1996 (“Enhanced Access to Public Records Act”) authorizes 
municipalities to provide enhanced access to public records; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Enhanced Access to Public Records Act further provides that Negaunee Township must 
adopt a policy before providing enhanced access to members of the general public.  
 
NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Negaunee Township Board, Marquette County, Michigan that 
the attached Negaunee Township Enhanced Access to Public Records Policy is hereby adopted in 
accordance with the Enhanced Access to Public Records Act, 1996 PA 462.  

 
 Aye:   Carlson, Karlstrom, Moyle, Sertich and Wommer 
 Nay: None 
  Motion Carried. 
 
Resolution to Adopt Procedures for Electronic Meetings Policy  Upon motion of Rachel Sertich, 
seconded by Kathy Carlson, the following Resolution to Adopt Procedures for Electronic Meetings 
Policy for Negaunee Township was adopted effective immediately: 
 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT PROCEDURES FOR ELECTRONIC MEETINGS POLICY 
 
WHEREAS, Negaunee Township has the responsibility to provide for the health, safety, and welfare of 
Board/Committee members and the public; and 
 
WHEREAS, Act 288 of the Public Acts of 2020 (Amending the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267) An 
act to require certain meetings of certain public bodies to be open to the public; to require notice and the 
keeping of minutes of meetings; to provide for enforcement; to provide for invalidation of governmental 
decisions under certain circumstances; to provide penalties; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts; 
and 
 
Whereas, 2020 PA 288 allows for public bodies to conduct meetings electronically within specific 
conditions; 
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NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Negaunee Township Board, Marquette County, Michigan that 
the attached Negaunee Township Procedures for Electronic Meetings Policy is hereby adopted in 
accordance with the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267. 

 
 Aye:   Carlson, Karlstrom, Moyle, Sertich and Wommer 
 Nay: None 
  Motion Carried. 
Reports 

 

CCB Board   Recreation Committee  The Community Center Board and the Recreation Committee will 
meet on December 14, 2020, and the Township Supervisor will attend the meetings. 
 
Fire Department Report   The December 10, 2020 Fire Report was reviewed  by Fire Chief Jeff Kontio 
who was in attendance via Zoom.  Highlights included 1) 17 calls for the month of  November, 2020 
(172 year-to-date),  and 2) training was health and safety of Fire and EMS personnel, with the training 
held via Zoom.   
 
Water Report The Water Report for November 2020 was reviewed by Water Department Supervisor 
Andy Hall via Zoom.  Highlights included:   1) 8 Miss Digs for the month, 2) hydrant flush for the year 
was completed with verification all hydrants were drained, 2) rebuilt hydrant #110 on Longyear Drive, 3) 
added new flags to hydrants which needed them, 4) fixed meter radio at 6 Pine Run, 5) replaced garage 
door rollers on water garage, 6) additional training was received on the meter reading device, and 7) sent 
out and received back PFAS samples which came back as non-detected / no issues  (results can be 
provided should they wish to be reviewed). 
 
Clerk Report  The Clerk noted after the November election things were currently relatively quiet in her 
Department. 
 
Township Manager Report   Nick Leach provided the Township Manager update.  Highlights included:   
1) Two Public Hearings had been held at the November, 2020 meeting – with the request for 
Conditional Use to operate a Bed & Breakfast at 58 Basin Ridge and repurpose of old church at 44 
Snowfield Road to a group childcare facility being approved, 2) ZBA had one variance application 
submitted which was currently being reviewed by the Manager, 3) organizational meetings will be 
held for the Brownfield Authority and Wellhead Protection in January, 2021, 4) work is being done to 
finish up reporting on reimbursement from the State for the recycling carts, and 5) Smith has been 
blasting at the quarry off of US 41 without notifying the adjacent property owners as is required per 
permit.   
 
Treasurer’s Report    The Board reviewed Treasurer, Kathy Carlson’s written report for November, 
2020, including: 1) Ongoing work on the Policy & Procedure Manual, 2) Continuous collection and 
disbursement of 2020 Summer Taxes and 2019 Delinquent Personal Property, 3) Created and balanced 
2020 Winter Tax Roll, 4) sent out various tax notifications, 5) purged dated Township records per the 
State of Michigan Retention Schedule, and 6) Attended various trainings including Treasurer’s Guide to 
Tax Collecting (Zoom), Fiscally Ready Webinar (Zoom) , MTA Lame Duck Session (Zoom) Township 
Officials Workshop (Zoom) and online Continuing Ed Class for Assessing.   In addition, total Township 
bank account balances as of 11/30/20 of $2,926,346.19.   
 
Supervisor’s Report Gary Wommer, Supervisor, noted a majority of the items he had been working on 
had already been discussed during the meeting.   He also noted:  1) the Township plans to do the scrap tire 
collection again in 2021, 2) the glass trailer was put to use during the last Rubbish Day and had worked 
well, 3) the State of Michigan had relaxed rules for outdoor ice rinks due to COVID, but the Recreation 
Committee will have to wait for the weather to cooperate before any work is performed, and 4) brushing of 
the trails continues. 
 
Road Projects  The Supervisor noted the Township may look to bid out work on Grimes Road, as the prices 
quoted last year were deemed to be too high. 

Advisory Trail Committee   Al Reynolds was in attendance via Zoom.  He noted sources of funding were 
being reviewed for the proposed new M-35 / CR 492 Heritage Trail trailhead on the northeast corner of the 
intersection..      

 

Personnel Committee The Chairperson is working to schedule a Committee meeting prior to the next 
Board meeting.   
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Michigan Public Act 152 of 2011 – Publicly Funded Health Insurance Contribution Act Board 
members discussed Michigan Public Act 152 of 2011and how it impacts the Township and the 
employees due to the costs the employees would be liable for and incur for insurance purposes. 
Upon motion of Rachel Sertich, seconded by Gary Wommer, approval was given for Negaunee 
Township to exempt itself from the requirements of Michigan Public Act 152 of 2011 (Publicly 
Funded Health Insurance Contribution Act) for the calendar year 2021 as allowed in Section 8 (1) 
of the Act. Motion Carried. 

 
Emergency Management Report   Books are up to date.   In addition, the Township Supervisor noted 
health plans are underway to use the Township Hall as a COVID-19 vaccination center.   
 
Correspondence 
 

• Sands Township Solar Field 
 
Public Comment  
 

• None  
 

Informational Items 
 

• Playground Equipment – New Project with Kids Park to be First 
• MTA Premium Access User List – Recommended for All Employees and Committee Members 
• 2021 Meeting Calendar 
• Marquette County Hazard Mitigation Review Plan (Setback / High Water Marks) 

 
Board Member / Township Manager Comments 

 
• Patrick Moyle – noted the recycle program seems to be working well, and his household has cut 

their garbage in half 

• Kathy Carlson – Looking forward to 2021 after a rough 2020 

• Rachel Sertich – Happy holidays – and hope everyone has a safe and healthy New Year 

• Thyra Karlstrom – Asked if North Country can close lids on the new recycle bins after they are 
emptied to keep out precipitation.  The Township Supervisor will relay to the company.  In 
addition, she attend the “New Official Training” and feels the Township’s Master Plan should be 
updated at the earliest convenience. 

Next meeting 
 

The next regularly scheduled Township Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, January 14, 2021,  
beginning at 7:00 p.m., with the meeting tentatively schedule to be held via Zoom.   

Adjournment 
 

With no further business appearing and upon motion of  Rachel Sertich, seconded by Patrick Moyle, the  
meeting was adjourned at 9:26 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 
Rachel Sertich 
Negaunee Township Clerk 

 
 


